EVERYDAY LITERACY TIP
Follow a recipe together while cooking or baking to build reading and

sequencing sKkills

On Monday, November 10th, ARES
students and families gathered in the
gym for our Remembrance Day
assembly. We were proud of the respect
students showed as they entered and
participated in a series of meaningful
performances, emceed by Grade 7
students Max Adams and Kaysen Jellis.

This year's program began with a vocal
performance of O Canada by Annika
Miller and Charlie Hamm. Three primary
classes — Mrs. Gardner’s, Mrs. Miller’'s, and
Ms. Smith’s — then presented a
percussion routine directed by Mrs.
Delcaro to Ben E. King's Stand by Me.
Following this, Ms. Read’s Grade 6/7 class
performed Highway of Heroes by The
Trews, a song written to honour
Canadian soldiers and recognize the
courage and sacrifice of those who have
served our country.

Thank you to all the families who joined
us for this special occasion.

Adam Robertson
Elementary

What's New at ARES?

e ARES Remembers

e Community Connections

¢ Kindergarten Bus Orientation

e Classroom Adventures

e Learning Updates

e Volleyball Season

¢ Holiday Concert Plan

e A Cultural Experience Through
Music

e Parent Literacy Workshop

¢ The Myrtle Sisters Entertain

e December Spirit Days

¢« Noon-Hour Safe Space




EVERYDAY LITERACY TIP

Play a card game to strengthen focus, strategy, and quick reading of
numbers

Community Connections

Mrs. Vandenberghe has begun a new year of connection-building with
the residents of Crestview Village, giving our Grade 2/3 students
meaningful opportunities to practise generosity in real and memorable
ways. During their visits, students brighten the residents’ days by
sharing seasonal activities—such as walking through the halls in their
Halloween costumes, creating crafts side by side, and engaging in
simple, joyful conversations. These visits will continue throughout the
year, helping friendships grow and allowing both students and seniors
to experience the warmth and value of spending time together.

Lost & Found

Please check out our Lost
& Found before the
Winter Break. You can
find this little nook at the
top of the ramp, through




EVERYDAY LITERACY TIP

g[ﬂr Read traffic and street signs together as you travel to build real-
Q= world reading skills
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Each year, School District 8 give
our newest students the
opportunity to ride the bus to
Dairy Queen for an ice cream
cone—a fun and memorable way
to learn about bus safety. This
year, Mrs. Miller's Kindergarten
class and Ms. Smith’s K/1 students
took part in the trip. Thank you,
Dairy Queen, for helping make
this learning experience so
enjoyable!

Successful Poinsettia Sale

Thank you to Dione Enns and the PAC team for organizing the
Poinsettia Sale, and to all the families who placed orders. The
proceeds from this fundraiser support our Breakfast Program and
help fund the many field trips our classes enjoy throughout the year.



EVERYDAY LITERACY TIP
Construct the grocery list together and have your child write it out

Our three Grade 6/7 classes
— Mrs. Hamm'’s, Ms.
Sonntag’s, and Ms. Read’s —
spent the day at ARQ
Mountain Centre,
challenging themselves on
the climbing wall, and then
wrapped up the trip with a
swim at the Cranbrook
Aquatic Centre. This outing
was designed to help
students build connections
and strengthen their
classroom communities
early in the year.

PAC Bake Sale Support

If you would like to donate baked goods to
our Holiday Concert PAC Bake Sale, please
send items on December 16th. Donations
|Ican be individually wrapped for single-item
sales, or sent on a disposable plate or tray
to be sold as a complete package. Thank

you for supporting our PAC!
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@ EVERYDAY LITERACY TIP

Play “I Spy” with beginning sounds to support phonemic awareness

Learning Update - December 5th

What to Expect in the December 5th
Learning Update

Along with their Learning Update, all students will
bring home a required self-reflection on the Core
Competencies (Communication, Thinking, and
Personal & Social) and a personal learning goal.
These pieces are part of the Ministry of
Education’s K-12 reporting guidelines and are
included in the December and March Learning
Updates, as well as the June Summary of
Learning.

Independence

At ARES, we connect this work to the Circle of
The Circle of Courclge Courage, which guides how we sgpport stu.dent

growth. In Term One, our schoolwide focus is
Belonging, and students will reflect on the Core

e ‘ Competencltles that best align V}nth this theme.

- Students will also share a learning goal connected
st e Compencs g s senmg | L | to Mastery, as goal setting is a key part of
e . building confidence and ownership in their

learning.

Goal Setting - MASTERY
THINKING & COMMUNICATION

on Core Comy y - BELONGING
PERSONAL & SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

A ! | am respectiul and canng with others | work hard, keep leaming, and share what | know.

ARES Vision
To support the development of
RESILIENT children who can thrive
in any community



EVERYDAY LITERACY TIP
Invite your child to read the menu when you're ordering at a café or

restaurant

And that's a Wrap! 77?;)

Volleyball Season comes to an end

This year, students in grades 4 through 7 had the opportunity to
participate in extracurricular volleyball, thanks to the dedication of
teachers and community coaches who volunteered their time. In
addition to noon-hour and afterschool practices, the students played
several games against our Creston family of schools. Our oldest
players even had the chance to compete in their first tournament,

which took place in Cranbrook.

-

Thank You Cocdches!
Lindsay Miller
Heather Vigna

Kyla Hamm
Max Percival
Matt Blick
Kevin Miller
Michael Vigna
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EVERYDAY LITERACY TIP

Keep a shared notebook where you and your child write short messages back

and forth

Q7

This year, our Fine Arts teacher, Mrs.

—has created a custom holiday musical
featuring familiar Christmas melodies
with new lyrics celebrating Creston. In the
story, the town gathers to light the tree
but discovers the star is missing. Students
take the audience on a journey around
the valley—through farms, orchards, the
lumber mill, and more—as they work
together to solve the mystery of the
missing star.

Because two additional intermediate
classes are performing this year, our gym
will be very full. We kindly ask extended
family members, grandparents, and
anyone with mobility needs to attend the
daytime performance at 9:30 AM on
December 17. The 6:30 PM performance
on December 17 will be reserved for
immediate family only.

Our remaining classes will participate in
an Open House on December 18 from
2:45-4:00 PM. Students are invited to drop
in with their families to share their Maker
Studio projects. Enjoy a warm beverage
while you explore the projects and view
the artwork on display in the gym.
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Holiday Concert Plans Y/
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Holiday Concerts
Students in Miller, Smith,
Gardner, Cote, Vandenberghe,
Feragotti, Page, Vigna & Blick’s
classes will perform in TWO
concerts
December 17" at 9:30 AM

December 17" at 6:30 PM

Intermediate Maker’s

Studio Showcase
Students in Percival, Read,
Sonntag, and Hamm'’s classes
will participate in a Drop-in
Family Showcase on
December 18" between
2:45 - 4:00



EVERYDAY LITERACY TIP

Make a scavenger hunt with words or letters your child needs to find around
the house

A Cultural Experience
Through Music

SD8 Kootenay Lake celebrates and
honors Métis culture, history,
language, music, and art
throughout the month of
November. To mark this
celebration, JJ Guy and Gordon
Stobbe performed Métis fiddle
music on Friday, November 22.
ARES students gathered in the gym
for this engaging and interactive
performance. A special thank you
to Ms. Sonntag, our Aboriginal
Success Teacher, for organizing
this educational and entertaining
experience.

Learning is embedded in memory,
history, and story.

First Peoples Principles of Learning

If you are struggling to provide lunch for your child, please let us
know and we will ensure they have a healthy bag lunch to eat
each day.

We also have a daily breakfast program open to ALL students!



EVERYDAY LITERACY TIP
Take turns adding sentences to a shared story and see where it goes

This month, ARES hosted two successful
UFLI Word Work Mat workshops for
families of Kindergarten to Grade 3
students. The first session took place on
November 3, and due to high interest, we
offered a second workshop on November
24, which also included modelling on how
to read with your child at home.

Led by Mrs. Cote and Mrs. Vandenberghe,
both sessions gave families hands-on
experience with creating and using UFLI
word work mats—an effective, Science of
Reading—based tool that supports early
literacy. Parents practiced building word
chains, created take-home mats, and
learned simple strategies for supporting
reading and spelling.

We were pleased to see strong
participation and appreciate the families
who joined us to support their children’s
reading development. | -




EVERYDAY LITERACY TIP

Read with your child each day as part of a bedtime routine

The Myrtle Sisters

Entertain!

On November 14, all students had
the chance to watch The Myrtle
Sisters—Candice Roberts, Nayana
Fielkov, and Kat Single-Dain—an
East Vancouver trio known for their
mix of music, tap, and vaudeville-
style comedy. The performance
was lively and engaging, and
students especially enjoyed being
invited on stage to take part in a
few of the routines.

Along with the humour, the group
shared a clear message about
acceptance—encouraging
students to appreciate
individuality, respect how others
express themselves, and remain
open to differences. It was a
simple, enjoyable performance
with a message that landed well
with our students.

Friday, December 5"
Pajama & Stuffy Day

Friday, December 12"
Cozy Socks & Hat Day

Friday, December 19"
Holiday Sweater Day

[ .




EVERYDAY LITERACY TIP
Have your child help sort and read the mail, pointing out names and key

words

Our Noon-Hour Safe Space

minute period is technology-free, allowing students to enjoy activities
such as playing games, reading, drawing, or pursuing other creative

interests. It's also a place where students can connect with others who
share similar hobbies.




EVERYDAY LITERACY TIP
Write thank-you cards for friends, relatives, or neighbours to practice

meaningful writing

IMPORTANT DATES

e Friday, November 28™ — PAC Lunch — Hotdogs & Vegetables

e Friday, December 5™ — Pajama & Stuffy Day

e Friday, December 5™ — Term One Learning Updates go Home

e Wednesday, December 10" — PAC Meeting @ 9:00

e Friday, December 12" — Cozy Socks & Hat Day

e Friday, December 12" - Lunchtime Christmas Karaoke

o Wednesday, December 17" — Primary Daytime Performance @ 9:30

e Wednesday, December 17" — Grades K-5 Holiday Concert @ 6:30

e Thursday, December 18" — Intermediate Maker’s Studio Showcase
2:45 - 4:00

e Friday, December 19" — Holiday Sweater Day

e Friday, December 19" — Last Day of School before Winter Break

e Monday, January 5" — First Day Back to School

Adam Robertson
Elementary

Adam Robertson
Elementary School
421 9th Ave N.
Creston, BC
Office: 250-428-2051
Web: www.ares.sd8.bc.ca

Tanya Christenson | Principal William Klassen | Vice Principal
tanya.christenson@sd8.bc.ca william.klassen@sd8.bc.ca

ARES Godl
To actively incorporate the Circle of Courage philosophy and
the four universal needs of all children (Belonging,
Independence, Generosity, & Mastery) into our school-wide
culture.



